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11 Northern Boreal Plains

8 Mackenzie Mountains

Looking west over Norman Wells on the 
Northern Boreal Plains to the Mackenzie 
Mountains.

Bruce McLeod



Mackenzie River at Tsiigehtchic, near Fort McPherson. The river 
carries food, fuel and other supplies for the western Arctic during a 
busy but brief summer shipping season.

Much of the land supports a forest of short trees. Black 
Spruce, shown here, flourishes in the wet conditions.
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Major Land Uses

Fishing

Traditional living


Aboriginal Peoples


Parks and Natural Areas

Wood Buffalo National Park

Mackenzie River

Great Bear Lake

Great Slave Lake


Further Information



Communities

Inuvik

Deline

Ft. Smith

Hay River

Norman Wells

Land Uses

Fishing

Tourism

Traditional living

Cool summers 
allow moisture-
loving plants to 
grow. The rolling 
terrain includes 
many lakes.

General Character

Fairly level landscape over sedimentary rocks, 
mainly limestones

Bounded on the east by the Canadian Shield and 
on the west by the Richardson Mountains

Moist spruce forest with muskeg (sedge & 
sphagnum moss wetlands)

Mammals include moose, beaver, lynx, wolf, 
caribou
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Flat layers of 
relatively soft and 
easily eroded 
limestone lie over 
the ancient and 
very hard rocks of 
the Canadian 
Shield. This 
junction is marked 
by cliffs. Where 
large rivers cross 
this transition, 
waterfalls and 
canyons form. The 
canyon below 
Alexandra Falls is 
shown here.
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Commercial fishing continues to be an important industry on 
Great Slave Lake. These boats are based in Hay River.



Homes are built to withstand the cold 
winters. Most are lifted off the ground 
to prevent melting the permafrost. 
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The Dempster Highway 
crosses the Mackenzie River 

on a ferry at the village of 
Tsiigehtchic.


